15 February 1831. 




(Ireland.) 



A 



BILL 

For the Relief of the aged, helpless and infirm 
Poor of Ireland. 



[Note. The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



TilTfct ^ C lit G 3 it is expedient to enable owners and occu- 

piers oflands and tenements in Ireland to provide for the 
Relief of Poor Persons, who, from age or infirmity, are unable to 
support themselves ; IB* tt therefore dBnattcO, by The KING’S most 
5 Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Par- 
liament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT it 
shall be lawful for five or more of the owners or occupiers of lands 
or houses, each holding or possessing lands or houses of the yearly 
10 value, if owners, or at the yearly rent, if occupiers, of not less than 
Ten pounds in any parish in Ireland, by a notice in writing, sub- 
scribed with their names and places of residence in their own hand- 
. writing, to convene a meeting of the owners and occupiers of lands 
and houses in such parish of the yearly value, or at the yearly rent 
15 aforesaid, for the purpose of determining whether the said parish 
should be assessed for the Relief of the aged, helpless and infirm 
Poor Inhabitants thereof. 



What persons 
shall be 
qualified to 
call a meeting 
to determine 
if the parish 
shall he as- 
sessed for the 
Relief of the 
Poor. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That such notice shall spe- Notice of 
ci y the time and place of such intended meeting, and that the said Meetin s- 
20 notice shall be posted on the principal door of every church, chapel 
an pace of religious worship within the said parish, and shall be 
ser\e upon or at the dwelling-house of every Protestant rector, 
vicar an curate of the said parish, resident therein, and upon or at the 
'dV'H^L louse t * le principal officiating Roman Catholic clergyman 
les yterian, or dissenting minister, if any, resident in such parish, 
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Place of 
meeting. 



Chairman. 



Penalty on 
persons vot- 
ing not being 
qualified. 



If no Assess- 
ment, no 
meeting to be 
agajn held for 
a certain 



If it is de- 
termined that 
the parish 
shall be as- 
sessed, two 
Valuators to 
be chosen, 
who shall 
appointan 
Umpire. 



( 2 ) 

and upon the clerk of the petty sessions for the district in which 
such parish, or the greater part thereof is situated, not less than Ten 
clear days before the time appointed for such meeting. 

And be it Enacted, That such meeting so convened shall be 
h olden at the usual place for vestry meetings, or for petty sessions, g 
for such parish, between the hours of twelve and three of the clock in 
the afternoon, and shall not consist of less than ten persons duly 
qualified to vote at the same. 

And be it Enacted, That the senior Justice of the Peace, who 
shall attend the said meeting, or any other general meeting, for the io 
purposes of this Act, and shall be qualified to vote at the same, shall 
be the Chairman of every such meeting, and as such Chairman shall 
be at liberty to vote upon every question at such meeting, and in 
case of an equality of votes upon any question, shall be entitled to 
give a further or casting vote. 15 

And be it Enacted, That any person signing the said requisition 
who shall not be duly qualified so to do, or any person attending or 
being present at any meeting convened or assembled for the purpose 
of carrying this Act into effect, not duly qualified to vote at the 
the same, if any objection shall be made thereto by any person 10 
present at such meeting, shall forfeit the sum of Ten pounds ; and 
that no subject shall be proposed, discussed or debated at any 
meeting to be held for the purposes of this Act, except the matters 
hereby contemplated; and that every person proposing, seconding, 
debating or discussing at such meeting, any matter foreign to the 25 
immediate objects of this Act, shall forfeit for every such offence the 
sum of Ten pounds . 

Provided always, and it is hereby Enacted, That in case any 
meeting convened pursuant to any such requisition, shall determine 
that the said parish ought not to be assessed, or shall separate without 
appointing any valuators for the purposes of this Act, or in case 
Ten persons, duly qualified, shall not attend at the time appointed 
for holding such meeting, that in either of such cases it shall not 
be lawful to convene any other meeting, or to sign any requisition 
for such purpose, until after a period of Three months shall have 35 
elapsed from the time for holding the said meeting. 

And be it Enacted, That if a majority of the persons assembled 
at such first meeting, duly convened pursuant to a requisition for 
that purpose, and duly qualified to vote at the same, shall resolve, 
that such parish should be assessed for the Relief of its aged, 40 
helpless and infirm Poor, then that such meeting shall immediately 
proceed to elect and appoint two persons for the purpose of valuing 
all lands tenements and hereditaments situate within the said parish; 
and that the chairman of such meeting shall by an instrument in 
writing, subscribed with his name, certify that said persons have 

been 
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been appointed Valuators of the said parish, and that such persons 

so appointed shall subscribe their names thereto; and that such 
Valuators before they take any proceedings for the purposes of this 
Act shall by an instrument in writing under their respective hands, 
appoint one of the Justices of the Peace for the county in which 
^ such parish, or some part thereof is situate, who shall be residing 
within the district of the petty sessions comprizing such parish, or 
a part thereof, to be an Umpire, and that all questions and differ- 
ences between the said Valuators shall be referred to such Umpire, 
10 and that they shall abide and be governed by his determination, in 
1 writing, upon every matter which shall be referred for his considera- 
tion by either of the said Valuators, and that such nomination of the 
said Umpire shall be signified to him under the hands of the said 
Valuators within one week after his said appointment. 

And be it also Enacted, That the said Valuators shall within Three 
1 5 months next after their appointment, ascertain the yearly value at a 
rack rent, of all lands, houses, quarries, mines, tithes, tenements and 
hereditaments within the said parish, excepting always any houses 
for charitable purposes, infirmaries, hospitals, churches, chapels, or 
20 buildings exclusively dedicated to religious worship, gaols, court- 
houses, and public buildings, canals, railways, woods and plantations, 
and tolls collected for repair of any road. 

Provided always, That where any composition for tithes has been 
or shall be entered into in any parish, pursuant to any statute for 
2 r that purpose, it shall be lawful for the Valuators under this Act, at 
their discretion, to adopt, either entirely or partially, any valuation 
made for the purposes of such composition for tithes in the said 
parish, so far as the same will extend, for the purpose of carrying 
into effect the objects of this Act. 

And be it further Enacted, That such Valuators shall make out a 
Register, according to the first Schedule annexed hereto, marked 
(A.), specifying the denomination of land and the quality or descrip- 
tion of property valued, the name of the owner in possession or 
occupier, and the yearly value thereof ; and that such Register shall 
35 be signed by the said Valuators, and shall be delivered to the clerk 
of the petty sessions in which such parish, or the greater part thereof 
is situated within one week after the period of Three months hereby 
limited for making such valuation ; and that such clerk shall, at 
every petty sessions, and at other convenient times, produce such 
40 Register for the inspection and examination of any person, upon 
payment of a fee of Sixpence ; and that such Valuators shall post 
copies of such Register upon the principal door of every Protestant 
church and Roman Catholic chapel within said parish, in one week 
after the expiration of said period of Three months allowed for 
makiug such valuation. 

* 52 - And 






Valuators to 
value all 
lands, &c. in 
the parish. 



Valuators 
may adopt the 
valuation for 
tithe com- 
position. 



Valuators to 
make a Re- 
gister of 
Propei ty. 
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Penalty on 
Valuators not 
performing 
tlieir duties. 



And be it further Enacted, That if the said Valuators shall omit 
or neglect,, within one week after their appointment, to nominate 
such Umpire, or within one week after nominating such Umpire to 
signify the same in manner hereinbefore directed to such Umpire,’ or 
shall omit or neglect to make such valuation of the said parish 
within the time hereinbefore limited for that purpose, or to make 
out or post such register, or to deliver the same, within the period 
hereinbefore limited for that purpose, to the clerk of the said pettv 
sessions, then that each of such Valuators, for every such omission 
or neglect, shall forfeit the sum of Ten pounds. 



lo 



Persone ag- 
grieved may 
appeal to the 
Quarter 
Sessions. 



Notice of 
appeal. 



Rate-payers 

competent 

witnesses. 



Valuation to 
remain in 
force for 
Three years. 



And be it Enacted, That any person conceiving himself to be 
aggrieved or injured by such valuation, may appeal to the next 
quarter sessions after the delivery of such register to the clerk of the 
petty sessions, either because the lands or tenements, occupied or 
enjoyed by the person complaining, were valued at too high a rate 15 
or because any lands-or tenements within the said parish, occupied 
or enjoyed by any other person, were valued at too low a rate; or 
because the said Valuators had omitted to value any lands or tene- 
ments within such parish, to be specified in such appeal ; and that 
the Assistant Barrister and Magistrates at sncli quarter sessions, upon « 
hearing the said appeal, may either confirm the said valuation, or 
amend the same in any of the particulars complained of, or may 
direct a new valuation of the said parish to be made, with such 
amendments as they shall judge expedient, by the same Valuators 
and Umpire, and subject to all the regulations hereinbefore directed 2 c 
to be observed respecting the said valuation, so far as circumstances 
will permit. 



Provided always, That notice of such appeal shall be served on 
the said Valuators and Umpire, and where any complaint shall be 
preferred that any lands or tenements have been valued at too low a 
rate, or have been omitted sn such valuation, that such notice shall 
be served upon the person in the possession or immediate enjoy- 
ment of such premises. J 



And be it Enacted, That every rate-payer and parishioner, and 
every person or party interested in such valuation shall be a compe- 
tent witness upon the hearing of any such appeal or complaint, and 
that no costs shall be awarded upon the same ; and further that the 
pendency of any such appeal shall not delay or prevent the collecting 
or levying any rate to be applotted for the purposes of this Act 



35 



And be it Enacted, That every valuation, made for the purposes 4» 
of this Act, shall continue in foil force from the time of lodging 
the register thereof with the clerk of the said petty sessions, save so 
far as the same shall be altered or varied upon such appeal to the 
quarter sessions, for the term of 77iree years thence next ensuing; 
and that each valuator, who shall make such Valuation and lodge 

such 
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5 



uch register, and post the same within the periods hereinbefore 
limited shall receive and be paid, out of the rates which shall be 
assessed on said parish, such sum as the committee to be appointed 
for the purposes of this Act shall deem reasonable, not exceeding the 
sum of Ten pounds. 




And he it further Enacted, That all occupiers and persons in the what P e™ns 
nuu ^ „ , , , . . , shall be liable 

immediate enjoyment of any lands, houses, mines, quarries, tene- for the Rate. 

ments or hereditaments, the yearly value whereof shall exceed Five 
pounds, and which shall be included in such valuation, and all 
10 persons in receipt of tithes, or who shall be entitled thereto, or to 
any composition in lieu of any tithes arising within the said parish, 
shall be rated for the purposes of this Act, and shall contribute in 
manner hereby directed ; excepting where any house or tenement 
shall be holden for a shorter period than Six months, in which case 
the lessor or owner, and not the occupier, shall be deemed liable for 
5 the payment of the rate which shall be assessed or applotted upon 
the same. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That not more than Two Not more 
years’ arrear of such rate shall be recoverable from any person, or years’ rate to 
out of any lands tenements or hereditaments, at one time. abte? C ° ver 



And be it Enacted, That the entire rate charged or assessed upon 
any lands tenements or hereditaments shall, in the first instance, be 
paid by the occupier of the said premises, or levied out of the same ; 
and wherever the valuation of the premises held by such occupier 
25 shall be equal to or less than the rent payable thereout by such 
occupier, then that the said occupier shall be at liberty to deduct or 
retain out of the yearly rent payable out of his holding, one moiety 
of the sum which shall have been paid by such occupier in discharge 
of such rate, notwithstanding any clause, covenant or agreement, 
30 contained in any lease, or agreement for a lease, or which shall be in- 
serted in any lease, or agreement for a lease, to the contrary thereof; 
and in case the valuation of the said premises shall exceed the amount 
of the rent payable thereout by such occupier, then that it shall be 
lawful for such occupier, after payment of the entire rate assessed 
upon his holding, to deduct and retain, out of the yearly rent pay- 
able to his immediate landlord or lessor thereout, only such propor- 
tion of one moiety of the said rate, as the valuation of the premises 
bears to the rent payable out of the said premises. 



Occupier may, 
in some cases, 
deduct the 
rate from his 
rent, not- 
withstanding 
any agree- 
ment to the 
contrary. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That where there are or shall intermediate 
40 be two or more successive landlords or lessors, it shall be lawful for landlords to 

^ • deduct in the 

every intermediate lessor to deduct from the rent payable by him to same manner. 

his immediate landlord or lessor, such proportion of the rate paid by 
such intermediate lessor, pursuant to the provisions of this Act, as 
the yearly rent received by such intermediate lessor, out of the said 
premises, bears to the yearly rent which he bona fide pays to his 
immediate landlord ; any covenant or agreement contained or to be 
J 5 2 - B inserted 
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inserted in any lease, or agreement for a lease, to the contrary thereof 
in anywise notwithstanding. 

Nodednctun Provided always, and be it Enacted, That no deduction of any 
prejudice the ra ^ e payable under this Act, shall be a discharge of any half-yearly 
1 uarterl 3 r or other Payment of rent due by any lessee or occupier of 
f» r ^™ c j h . of ,an<ls tenements or hereditaments, so as to prejudice the right of any 5 
■nycondmon. ] andiord or ] essor thereof to enter for breach of any condition con- 
tained in any lease thereof, or so as to prejudice the right of any 
landlord or lessor to recover the possession of any premises by 
ejectment for nonpayment of the rent thereof, but that it shall be l0 
lawful for such landlord or lessor to proceed for the recovery of such 
premises by ejectment, as effectually as if the entire year’s rent, or 
half-yearly or other payment thereof, out of which such deduction 
is allowed or ought to be made, had remained wholly due and 
unpaid to such landlord or lessor 

r 5 

MaSglob- . And be il Enacted ' That after such register as hereinbefore 
held. directed shall have been lodged with the clerk of the said petty 

sessions, a General Meeting for the purpose of carrying this Act 
into effect, shall be holden on every twenty-fifth day of February 
and on every twenty-fifth day of August in every year, while the 10 
said valuation shall continue in force; and in case either of the said 
days appointed for holding such general meeting shall fall on 
Sunday, Christmas-day and Good Friday, then such general meet, 
ing shall be holden on the day next immediately following. 

nrossa^to 1 ^ ild be d dlrdleI ’ Enacted, That every occupier or owner in 
give a vote as ^ ie aR tual possession of any lands tenements or hereditaments, 
to occupiers, which shall be estimated in such register at the yearly value of Five 
pounds or upwards, and shall not amount to One hundred pounds 
yearly, shall have a right to give one vote at such general meeting; 
and where the yearly value shall be estimated at One hundred pounds 
or upwards, and shall not amount to Two hundred pounds, such 
person shall have a right to give two votes; and where the yearly 
value theicof shall be estimated at Two hundred pounds or upwards, 
and shall not amount to Three hundred pounds, such person shall have 
a right to give three votes ; and where the yearly value thereof shall 35 
be estimated at Three hundred pounds or upwards, such person 
shall have a right to give four votes at every such general meeting. 

And be il also Enacted ’ That every landlord or lessor, or the 
known agent of any landlord or lessor, who shall be entitled to 
receive or to be paid, or who shall be in the actual receipt of rents 40 
issuing out of lands tenements or hereditaments situate within such 
parish, or any person entitled to any tithes arising within the same, 
amounting to Ten pounds yearly or upwards, and not amounting to 
One hundred pounds yearly, shall have a right to give one vote at 
every such general meeting ; and where such rents or tithes shall 
amount to One hundred pounds yearly os upwards, and not to Two 

hundred 
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hundred, pounds , such person shall have a right to give two voles ; / 

and where such rents or tithes shall amount to Two hundred pounds 
yearly or upwards, and not to Three hundred pounds, such person 
shall have a right to give three votes ; and where such rents or 
5 tithes shall amount to Three hundred pounds yearly or upwards, 
such person shall have a right to give four votes at every such 
general meeting. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That no person shall have 
any right to vote out of the same premises as occupier or owner in 
io possession thereof, and as landlord or lessor: And provided always, 

That any landlord or lessor, or the authorized agent of any landlord 
or lessor, or that any occupier or owner in possession, entitled to 
give more than one vote at any such meeting, may, by anv instru- 
ment under his hand and seal, depute any person to attend every or 
1 5 an y such general meeting, and to act and vote at the same in such 
manner and to such extent as if the said landlord, lessor, occupier 
or owner were present in his own proper person at the same : Pro- 
vided however. That the person so deputed shall lodge such proxy 
or deputation with the chairman of such meeting before he shall act 
20 or vote under the same. 

And be it also Enacted, That no occupier or owner in possession Arrearof 
shall have any right to attend or vote at any such general meeting, if qualify votes, 
any arrear of the Rates , payable under this Act, shall be owing by 
him, or shall be due or payable out of lands or premises in his pos- 
25 session or enjoyment. 



Persons not to 
have a right to 
vote as owner 
and occupier 
both. 



Vote by 

proxy. 




And be it further Enacted, That at the first half-yearly general Appointment 
meeting to be held under this Act, a Committee shall be elected, to ° f it a te e° m * 
consist of not less than ten, nor of more than twenty persons, liable 
to be rated for the purposes of this Act, and who shall be resident in 
so such parish ; and that every Justice of the Peace for the county in 
which the said parish or any part thereof is situated, and residing 
within the said parish, and also every Protestant rector, vicar and 
curate of the said parish, residing in the same, and also the princi- 
pal officiating Roman Catholic clergyman, and the principal offi- 
35 ciatin S or dissenting minister residing in the said parish, shall, by 
virtue of their respective offices, be members of such committee, and 
have a right to attend and vote at the same, in addition to such 
persons as shall be elected members thereof at such half-yearly gene- 
ral meeting. 



And be it Enacted, That such first Committee, in case the same 
shall be appointed on the twenty-fifth of August, shall continue foi 
one year and a half; and in case the same shall be appointed on (the 
twenty-fifth of February shall continue for owe year; and that on 
Zl 7 K UC f eding . twent ^f th da y of February, another Committee 
. ® e,e pted in manner hereinbefore directed for that purpose. 

1 e ie said valuation shall continue to be in force. 

152. 

And 



Committee 
to be chosen 
annually. 
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unles five 
present. 



Senior Justice 
to be Chair- 
man. 



Committee to 
nominate a 
Treasurer to 
be subject to 
their control. 



Duties of 
Treasurer. 



Penalty on 
Treasurer 
neglecting 
his duty. 



( 8 ) 

And be it also Enacted, That such Committee shall not transact 
any business whatever under this Act, unless five members thereof 
at the least shall be present ; and that every order or resolution of 
the said Committee shall be taken down in writing, and shall not be 
of any force or effect unless the same snail be signed by at least five ^ 
persons who shall have been present at the meeting of the said 
Committee when the same was pronounced. 

And be it also Enacted, That the senior Justice of the Peace at- 
tending, and qualified to vote, shall be the Chairman of the said Com- 
mittee at any meeting thereof; and in case no Justice of the Peace io 
so qualified shall attend the same, then that the said Committee 
shall elect some person from amongst themselves to be the chairman 
at such meeting; and that every such chairman, in case of an 
equality of votes, shall have a second or casting vote at such meet- 
ing: Provided always, That it shall not be lawful for any person to 15 
vote by proxy upon any meeting of the said Committee. 

And be it Enacted, That such Committee shall, at the first meeting 
to be holdeu after their appointment, nominate a Treasurer, who 
shall be subject to the control and directions of the said Committee 
in all matters relative to the application, management, disposition 20 
or distribution of the parochial rates which shall be levied under this 
Act; and that such Treasurer so appointed shall hold such office 
while the said valuation shall continue in force, unless he shall in the 
meantime be removed or dismissed by such Committee, or by any 
succeeding Committee, which they are hereby empowered to do if 25 
they shall think fit, and upon such removal or dismissal to appoint 
another person to the said office ; and that every such Treasurer shall 
receive and be paid all sums of money to be levied for the purposes 
of this Act, and shall lay out and apply the same in such manner 
and for such purposes within the meaning of this Act as the said go 
Committee shall direct; and that such Treasurer shall have the 
custody of all books, accounts, proxies, vouchers and documents 
belonging to the said Committee, or to any such general meeting, 
during his continuance in such office, and shall deliver the same to 
such person as shall be appointed by the said Committee to such 35 
office within one fortnight after the appointment of such successor ; 
and the said Treasurer is hereby required to lodge all sums of money 
by him received for the use of the Poor, under this Act, in the 
nearest Savings Bank, or in such other banking establishment as to 
the said Committee shall seem fit : Provided always, That in case 40 
such Treasurer shall omit or refuse to give up the said books, 
accounts, proxies, vouchers and all other documents committed 
to his care, within the time hereinbefore limited for that purpose, 
he shall forfeit the sum of Ten pounds ; and in case the said 
Treasurer shall retain in his hands any part of the said parochial 
funds, exceeding Twenty pounds, for upwards of One month, he 
shall be chargeable on every such balance remaining in his hands 

exceeding 
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exceeding Twenty pounds, with interest at the rate of Ten poun ds, 
by the hundred, by the year; and in case the said Treasurer, or 
any person acting in that capacity, shall apply to his own use, or 
refuse or omit to account for or to pay over, or shall in any manner 
5 embezzle the said parochial funds, or any part thereof, he shall be 
deemed and taken to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be 
punished accordingly. 




And be it Enacted, That such Committee shall, at their first meet- Appointment 
ing, elect some fit person to act as their Clerk, who shall take down of clerk - 
10 the minutes of such resolutions as shall be entered into by such Com- 
mittee in a book or books to be kept for that purpose ; and that such 
Committee shall be at liberty to allow such Clerk an annual salary 
not exceeding Ten pounds , to be paid out of such rates ; and that 
such clerk shall be removable at the pleasure of the said Committee, 

15 and that upon such removal they may appoint any other person in 
his place whom they shall think fit. 



And be it Enacted, That the said Committee shall meet on the Days and 
First Tuesday and on the Third Tuesday of every month, and at f„g Ce of meet> 
such other times as to them shall seem expedient, pursuant to any 
20 adjournment for that purpose ; and that the meetings of such Com- 
mittee shall be held in such convenient place within the said parish 
as they shall think fit and shall appoint for that purpose. 



And be it also Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Com- Committee to 
mittee, with the consent and approbation of the half-yearly meetings tTcemin^ 
2 5 aforesaid, to direct such sum of money as they shall deem necessary amount - 
for the purposes hereinafter mentioned, to be levied on the said parish, 
not exceeding Three-pence in the pound by the half-year on such 
valuation, and shall applot the same on the lands, tenements and 
hereditaments in the said valuation specified, or on the occupiers 
3° or owners in possession thereof, according to the value in the said 
register set forth ; and that such applotment so made, shall be 
delivered to the high constable of the barony in which such parish, 
or the greater part thereof is situated, and that such high constable 
shall forthwith levy the same in manner directed by such applot- 
35 ment, together with Fifty shillings on every One hundred pounds 
so to be levied for his fees ; and that such high constable shall duly 
account for and pay the amount of such applotment, or so much 
thereof as shall be levied, to the Treasurer of the said Committee 
within one month after the receipt thereof; and in case such high 
4° constable shall omit or refuse to levy the sum so applotted in manner 
hereinbefore directed, or to account for and pay over the sum which 
he shall levy within the time limited for that purpose, he shall forfeit 
the sum of Twenty pounds for every such neglect or omission. 



And be it Enacted, That such Committee shall ascertain and 
etermine, at their discretion, the proper objects to whom relief shall 
152 * C be 



Committee to 
decide fit 
objects for 
relief. 
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Limiting 
relief to cer- 
tain persons. 



be administered under this Act ; and that no person whatsoever shall 
have any legal right to claim or demand any relief or assistance 
from the said Committee, but the granting or withholding the same 
ahall be discretionary with the said Committee: Provided always 
lhat such relief shall be limited exclusively to such persons residing 
in such parish as shall be blind, or deaf and dumb, or maimed or 
subject to any permanent disease, or shall be aged and unable to 
wmrk, or orphans or deserted children, or such persons as shall be 
afflicted with sickness during its continuance. 



5 



Poor receiving . And be 14 Enacted . That such Committee shall frame lists once 
relief. in every month, of the names of all persons receiving any relief or 

assistance out of such parochial funds, according to the Schedule 
annexed hereto, marked (B.), and that such lists shall, be posted 
i n the vestibule, or entrance of the principal door of every Protestant 
church, and of every Roman Catholic chapel within such parish 
and shall be delivered to the clerk of the petty sessions in which 
such parish, or the greater part thereof is situate; and that every 
hst so to be delivered to the clerk of the said petty sessions, shall 
be signed by not less than five members of the said Committee. 



10 



I 5' 



Justices may 
commit per- 
sons begging 
to prison. 



And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Justices 
ol the lease assembled at petty sessions, for the district in which 
any parish is situated, upon application of any member of the Com- 
mittee of such parish, where an assessment for the Relief of the Poor 
shall have been adopted, and shall be in force, to commit to the 
nearest bridewell or gaol, for any period not exceeding one week 
any person found begging m such parish, provided it be proved to 
the satisfaction of such Justices, that the persons so found begging are 
strangers in such parish, or if not strangers, have the means of main- 
taming themselves from other sources. 



Justices may 
call on Trea- 
surer for the 
names of all 
persons 
relieved. 



And be it Enacted, That the Justices of the Peace assembled at 
petty sessions, in the district where such parish, or the greater part 3 
thereof ,s situated, may at any time call upon and require the Trea- 
surer of such Committee to furnish copies of the names of all persons 
receiving any assistance from the said parochial funds, and the 
weekly or other sums paid or directed to be paid to them respectively, ,«• 
and also copies of the accounts of the sums levied upon such parish 
for the purposes of this Act, and received by the said Treasurer; and 
in case such Treasurer, or any person acting as such, shall omit or 
neglect to furnish the same, within one week after the same shall be 
demanded, he shall forfeit the sum of Ten pounds. , 0 



Committee 
not to be 
entitled to 
remuneration. 



And be it Enacted, That no member of the said Committee shall 
receive, or be entitled to any remuneration or allowance for his 
attendance or services upon such Committee. 



SSfni , A “ dbe i ‘ Enacted, That a Return ofthe Receipts and 

Expenditure, by the said Committee, or by their orders, signed by 

members 



Expenditure 
■ five of the 
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members thereof, specifying the names of the Poor to whom any 
Relief has been afforded out of said funds, and the weekly amount 
thereof allowed to each person respectively, and of all sums received 
and directed to be levied for the purposes of this Act, shall be fur- 
5 nished to and lodged with the clerk of the peace for the county in 
which such parish, or the greater part thereof is situated, upon or 
within one fortnight next after the twenty-fifth day of February in 
every year ; and in case the same shall not be so lodged within the 
period aforesaid, that the Treasurer of the said Committee, or any 
I0 person acting as such, shall forfeit the sum of Ten pounds. 



/p 



And be it further Enacted, That in all cities or towns consisting Mendicity 
of two or more parishes, where any society to prevent mendicity, SStBr”* 
and an establishment for the relief and employment of mendicants. f “ nd s in a» d 

• i • • , . _ , . " ’of rates. 

in such cities or towns, has been formed, it shall be lawful for the 
15 Committee of any parish, situate in any such city or town, or the 
suburbs thereof, to give the whole or any part of the rates to be 
levied in pursuance of this Act, which to such Committee shall 
appear expedient, in aid of the funds of any such society. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That where any two or more United pa- 

20 parishes have been or shall be united into one benefice, under anv rishe . s J t0 be 
. c r> . 1 • , , . V considered as 

Act or Parliament, such union shall be considered as one parish for one. 
the purposes of this Act. 



And be it Enacted, That any rate which shall be assessed under Rate s maybe 
this Act, in case the same shall not be paid, may be recovered by rec0 Y ered 
25 distress or by civil bill, before the Assistant Barrister for the county by dlStreS *' 
in which such parish, or the greater part thereof is situated ; and 
that no action or other proceeding for the recovery thereof, or in 
respect thereof, shall be brought in any of His Majesty’s superior 
courts of law, or in any manor court. 

30 And be it Enacted, That any distress made in pursuance of Distress not 
this Act shall not be replevisable ; and that in case any writ of jjgjjfj*' 
replevin shall be issued forth of any court, or by any sheriff to re- 
store any cattle, goods or chattels distrained in pursuance of this 
Act, that the court into which such writ of replevin shall be re- 
35 turned or removed upon affidavit, setting forth that such distress 
was made for the purposes of this Act, shall at any stage of said 
suits, order all proceedings in the said suits to be staid, and that the 
person suing for the said writ shall pay the costs of such proceedings. 

And be it further Enacted, That all Penalties and Forfeitures in- Recovery of 
40 fjicted or imposed by this Act, may, in case of non-payment thereof, Penalties - 
e recovered in a summary way by the order and adjudication of any 
two ustices of the Peace assembled at petty sessions in the district 
T 'll t * ie parish, or greater part of the parish where such penaltv 
S la e * ncu rred is situated, on complaint to them for that purpose 
I ^ 2 ' exhibited, 
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exhibited, and shall afterwards be levied, as well as the costs of such 
proceedings, in case of non-payment, by distress and sale of the goods 
and chattels of the offender or person liable to pay the same by war- 
rant under the respective hands and seals of such Justices; and such 
Justices are hereby authorized and required to summon before them ^ 
any witness, and to examine such witness upon oath or affirmation 
of and concerning such offences matters or things, and to hear and 
determine the same, and the overplus, if any, of the money so levied 
or recovered, after discharging the penalty or forfeiture for which 
such warrant shall be issued, and the costs and expenses for recover- 10 
ing and levying the same, shall be returned upon demand, to the 
owner of the goods or chattels so distrained ; and in case such penal- 
ties or forfeitures shall not be forthwith paid, upon conviction, then it 
shall be lawful for such Justices to order the offender so convicted 
to be detained and kept in safe custody until return can be conve- 15 
niently made to such warrant of distress, unless the offender shall give 
sufficient security, to the satisfaction of such Justices, for his or their 
appearance before such Justices, on such day or days as shall be 
appointed for the return of such warrant of distress, such day or 
days not being more than Seven days from the time of taking any 20 
such security, and which security the said Justices are hereby 
empowered to take, by way of recognizance or otherwise; but if, 
upon the return of such warrant of distress, such day or days, not 
being more than Seven days from the time of taking any such secu- 
rity, and which security the said Justices are hereby empowered to 25 
take, byway of recognizance or otherwise; but if upon the return 
of such warrant it shall appear that no sufficient distress can be had 
thereupon, then it shall [ be lawful for such Justices, or any other 
Justices of the Peace assembled at petty sessions in such district as 
aforesaid, and they are hereby authorized and required, by warrant 3 ° 
under their respective hands and seals, to cause such offender to be 
committed to the gaol or house of correction of the county or place 
in which the parish, or the greater part of the parish where such 
penalty shall be incurred is situated, there to remain without bai 
or mainprize, for any term not exceeding Two calendar months, 35 
unless such penalties or forfeitures respectively, and all reasonable 
charges, shall be sooner paid and satisfied ; and one moiety of such 
penalties or forfeitures, when so levied, shall be paid to the person 
who shall sue or prosecute for the same, and the other moiety shall 
be paid over to the Treasurer of the Poor Funds, for the parish in 40 
which such penalty shall be incurred, to be applied in the same 
manner as is hereinbefore appointed for the rates to be collected 
under the provisions of this Act. 

AND for the more easy and speedy conviction of the offenders 
against this Act, BE it further Enacted, That every Two Justices 
of the Peace before whom any person or persons shall be convicted 
of any offence against this Act, shall and may cause the conviction 
to be drawn up in the following form of words (as the case shall 

happen), 
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happen), or in any other form of words to the same effect ; (that is 
to say) 

BE it Remembered, That on the day of 

To wit. / « j n t j ie y ear of our Lord 

“ A. B. is convicted before us, two of His Majesty’s Jus- 
« tices of the Peace for the said county [or, city or town, 
«« as the case may be] by virtue of an Act passed in the first 
“ year of the reign of King William the Fourth, intituled, 
“ [here set forth the title of this Act, and specify the offence, 
io “ aud when and where committed.] Given under our 

« respective hands and seals, the day and year above 
“ written.” 

Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful, 
for any person who shall think himself aggrieved by any such 
15 conviction, to appeal to the Justices of the Peace at the next general 
or quarter sessions of the peace, to be holden for the district in 
which the parish, or the greater part of the parish where such 
penalty as aforesaid shall be incurred is situated ; and every person 
appealing against any such conviction shall (if there be sufficient 
20 time after the cause of the complaint shall have arisen) first give or 
cause to be given Ten days notice at least in writing, of his or her 
intention of bringing such appeal, and of the matter thereof, to the 
Justices whose conviction or determination shall be so appealed 
against, and within Seven days next after the date of such notice, 
25 shall enter into a recognizance before some Justice of the Peace for 
the county or place, with Two sufficient sureties, conditioned to try 
such appeal, and to abide by or to submit to the order thereon, and to 
pay such costs as shall be awarded by the Justices at such quarter 
sessions, or any adjournment thereof; and for want of sufficient time 
30 for giving such notice previous to the quarter sessions next after the 
cause of any such complaint shall have happened, then such appeal 
after such notice, and under such recognizance, may be made at 
the second general or quarter sessions of the peace, to be holden for 
such district as aforesaid; and the Justices at such first or second 
35 sessions, or any adjournments thereof, upon due proof of such notice 
having been given as aforesaid, and of the entering into such recog- 
nizance, shall hear and finally determine the cause or matter of 
such appeal, in a summary way, and shall award such costs to the 
parties appealing or appealed against as they the said Justices shall 
40 think proper, and the determination of such Justices at such sessions 
shall be final binding and conclusive to all intents and purposes; 
and it shall be lawful for the said Justices at such sessions, by their 
order or warrant, to levy such costs so awarded by distress and sale 
of the goods and chattels of the person who shall refuse or neglect 
to pay the same, and for want of sufficient distress, to commit such 
person to the common gaol or house of correction for the county or 
place in which the parish, or the greater part of the parish where 
such penalty as aforesaid shall be incurred, is situated, there to 
i 5 2 - D remain 




Form of 
Conviction. 



Appeal. 
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^ remain for any time not exceeding Two calendar months, or until 

payment of such costs. 

removable by And be it further Enacted, That no order or proceeding made or 
certiorari. had touching or concerning any of the matters in this Act con- 
tained, nor any proceedings to be had touching the conviction of any 5 
offender against this Act, shall be quashed for want of form, nor be 
removed or removable by certiorari, or any other writ or process 
whatsoever, into any of His Majesty’s courts of record in Dublin. 

Sfnin g d Lot Pr °vided always, and be it Enacted, That when any distress 
to be deemed shall be made for any sum or sums of money, rates or penalties to 10 
fo/Sof be levied b y virtue of this Act, the distress itself shall not be deemed 
form. unlawful, nor the party or parties making the same be deemed a 

trespasser or trespassers on account of any defect or want of form in 
the applotment or order to levy the same, or in the summons, or 
conviction, or in the warrant of distress or other proceedings relating 15 
thereto ; nor shall the party distraining be deemed a trespasser by 
relation or ab initio on account of any irregularity which shall be 
afterwards committed by the party distraining, but the person 
aggrieved by such irregularity shall and may recover satisfaction for 
the special damage, if any, by civil bill before the Assistant Barrister 2 o 
of the county in which such parish, or the greater part thereof is 
situated, to the extent limited for the jurisdiction of such court. 
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Schedule (A.) 

FORM OF THE REGISTER. 




TOWN LAND. 



ANNUAL VALUE. 



(signed) 



A. B. 
C. D. 



Valuators. 



Schedule (B.) 

LIST OF POOR RECEIVING RELIEF. 



NAME. 


CAUSE OF RELIEF. 


AMOUNT OF RELIEF. 


• 




Week ending ' 


Week ending 


Week ending 


Week ending 











(signed) 




Members 
of the Committee. 
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